The role of hospital delivery systems in the treatment of patients with acute myocardial infarction: rural hospital setting.
Discussions on the use of thrombolytic therapy include when is the best time for administration, where is the best place for administration, and who is the most appropriate to begin the administration. Rapid triage and intervention for patients with suspected acute myocardial infarction are special challenges in rural communities. To evaluate the possibility of instituting rapid, "golden hour" treatment for the patient with acute myocardial infarction, rural health care resources must be reviewed. Changes in the health care environment and access to emergent care for the patient with acute myocardial infarction directly affect any treatment. Timely interventions depend on available personnel, appropriate clinical protocols, and regional network systems.